As the recipient of the Brian Blatchford Prize for my achievements in innovation in the design and development of the Flex-Foot, I am both gratified and humbled by the presentation. Gratified as it is a personal accomplishment to be honoured by your peers in your chosen profession. But I am also very humbled by the award as it marks for me the passage of some wonderful years spent in the pursuit of developing advanced products for the amputee population.
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Flex-Foot products have been in existence for over 14 years and as I look back over those years I am reminded of all the challenges and strides I have realised in my life that have brought me to this point. I lost my leg in the summer of 1976 in a water skiing accident as a boat propeller cut through my leg. Suddenly at 21 years, my life was irrevocably changed. I then faced the challenge of getting my life back and attempting to resume the outdoor activities I loved. After my prosthetic fitting and rehabilitation, I returned to Arizona State to continue my studies in broadcast communications. I think it was at this point in my life that I could no longer accept the limitations of my prosthesis and was intensely motivated to change my situation. I began my prosthetic studies, earned my degree in 1981 and immediately set out with my degree to develop radically new concepts in prosthetic design.
After many trials and errors, finally the product was developed that met my expectations of living an active lifestyle. With this design, Flex-Foot Inc. was founded in 1984 with Bob Fosberg and from my very humble one-room-office beginnings, we set out to change the industry. However to do this, many creative and foresighted individuals were involved in advancing both the company and the product line. These individuals used their talents and skills to attain my goal of life without limitations and support the industry as a whole. Of this support I wish to thank all the practitioners whose innovative skills and techniques helped enhance the Flex-Foot products and made me a better designer in the process.
My philosophy has always been to strive to make things better, to achieve my goals which has translated to my company's mission to create products that provide a life without limitations. It is a hallmark of my work to see this philosophy realised every time I enthusiastically watch an amputee run his first track race or see a parent play catch with a child when before they feared they would never have that opportunity again. I feel that as members of this profession we have to constantly challenge the established thinking and excel the profession as a whole. I have tried to live that idea and make it part of my thinking process whenever we look at the design or development of a product. We are successful at what we do, however, we can never rest on our laurels. This prize inspires me not just to look back on my career, but to look towards the future with the knowledge my designs are regarded as innovative and worthy of this recognition.
One such project being initiated for the future product line will be the development of a more affordable Flex-Foot for the less fortunate and for developing nations. I feel there is an urgency to be more proactive to aid those in need and to be a more active participant in the world community. This is an important mission for me and I would like to take this opportunity to encourage our industry to take up this cause. Not only is it good business, it is also the humane thing to do, which is what we are about.
All correspondence to be addressed to Mr Van Phillips, Flex-Foot Inc., 27412-A Laguna Hills Drive, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656, USA.
In closing, I would like to thank all those involved in awarding me this prize, the President and members of the Executive Board of ISPO, and the Blatchford family. I would also like to thank the people behind Flex-Foot, the practitioners for their continued support, and most especially for the wearers of Flex-Foot products as their suggestions make me a better designer. This support will ensure the continued success and innovations of Flex-Foot technology for many years to come.
The Forchheimer Prize
The Forchheimer Prize is awarded for the most outstanding paper on objective clinical assessment, clinical evaluations or clinical measurement published in Prosthetics and Orthotics International during the three years prior to the Congress. The Forchheimer Prize for 1995-97 was awarded to D. K. Harrison, P. T. McCallum, D. J. Newton, P. Hickman and A. S. Jain for their paper Amputee level assessment using guideline spectrophotometry which was published in the December 1995 issue of the Journal.
The Free Paper Prize
The Free Paper prize was offered by the Netherlands National Member Society of ISPO for the best Free Paper Presentation of the Congress.
The Free Paper Prize was awarded to G. F. Kogler, F. B. Veer, S. E. Solomonidis and J. P. Paul for their presentation The influence of medial and lateral orrhotic wedges on loading of the plantar aponeurosis: an in vitro study.
